
In a moment many things changed



Many of your parents, parent’s friends, 
older family members, can probably 
tell you what they were doing on that 
day…

7:35am  Different terrorist groups 
board four different planes

8:46am  The first plane crashes into 
Tower 1, The North Tower

8:55am  President George Bush is 
notified, he is at an event at an 
elementary school in Florida



This was not the first terrorist attack in 
the United States.  There have been 
hijackings and bombings, but it is the 
deadliest…

9:01am  The Second plane crashes into 
Tower 2, The South Tower

9:36aam  A Third plane crashes into the 
Pentagon in Washington D.C.

9:45am  United States airspace is shut 
down



Although reeling from shock, many of us 
knew that things would change, that the 
world we once knew, although not close to 
being perfect, would look different in the 
days and years to come…

9:59am  The South Tower collapses

10:03am  A fourth plane crashes in a field 
in Sommerset County, PA near Pittsburg.  
We later find out that this plane was meant 
to crash into the Capitol Building or White 
House.  People on the plane found out that 
the hijackers meant to crash the plane and 
attacked the hijackers causing the plane to 
crash preventing greater harm – what is a 
hero?

10:28am  The North Tower collapses



We look to our leaders for guidance…

8:30pm  President Bush addresses the 
nation from the White House: 

"Today, our fellow citizens, our way of life, 
our very freedom came under attack in a 
series of deliberate and deadly terrorist 
acts… Terrorist attacks can shake the 
foundations of our biggest buildings, but 
they cannot touch the foundation of 
America… The search is underway for those 
who are behind these evil acts… we will 
make no distinction between the terrorists 
who committed these acts and those who 
harbor them."



We look to our leaders for leadership…

 It becomes widely known that the Taliban led 
nation of Afghanistan was the source of the 
attacks.  A well-organized and well-funded 
terrorist organization called al-Qaeda led by 
Osama bin Laden was behind the attacks.

 In the hours and days there after, New York 
City digs out from underneath the rubble and 
chaos, and a nation mourns its dead.

 The War in Afghanistan begins October 7, 
2001

 The War in Iraq begins 2 years later March 10, 
2003



 Total casualties: 2,977 killed These immediate 
deaths included 265 on the four planes, 2,606 in 
the WTC and in the surrounding area, and 125 at 
the Pentagon.  More than 6000 injured, not 
including the 19 terrorists responsible for the 
attacks. 

 There were 71 law enforcement officers and 343 
firefighters who died in the World Trade Center 
and on the ground in NYC, 55 military personnel 
who died at the Pentagon.  

 In 2007, the New York City medical examiner's 
office began to add people who died of illnesses 
caused by exposure to dust from the site to the 
official death toll. The first such victim died from 
lung failure in February 2002.

 As of August 2013, medical authorities concluded 
that 1,140 people who worked, lived, or studied in 
lower Manhattan at the time of the attack have 
been diagnosed with cancer as a result of 
"exposure to toxins at Ground Zero".  It has been 
reported since then that over 1,400 9/11 rescue 
workers who responded to the scene in the days 
and months after the attacks have died in the 
years after the attack.



Impact: 

 Two wars costing about 6 trillion dollars (Iraq and 
Afghanistan) and costly ongoing conflict world-wide

 Airport Security – under stricter government control

 Increase in military spending unrelated to the wars: 
70-80%

 The Patriot Act – many argue this law meant to 
protect our citizens from future attacks lessens our 
civil rights

 A new Cabinet Department of Homeland Security 
created - under presidential control

 Increase in anti-Islamic sentiment within the nation.  
Increased bigotry and personal attacks against 
Islamic American citizens by non-Islamic Americans.

 Economic recession in 2008

 Destabilization in the Middle East leads to rise of 
ISIS, the Syrian Civil War, and continued bloodshed 
in many countries


